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What You Will Discover … 
This Special Report may save you and your family years of unnecessary pain, thousands or even millions of 
potentially lost dollars and countless headaches.  With this report, you will learn why taking care of your estate 
is so important (and how easy it is to do so). 

Estate planning is about protecting you, your assets and your family in the event of your death or incapacity. 
Though people often confuse estate planning with estate taxes, they are not the same thing.  Estate planning, 
which includes estate taxes (or rather, avoiding estate taxes), is really about taking care of the people you love 
even after you are no longer here.  

In this special report you’ll learn: 

• How your children could be taken out of your home and into child protective services if you don’t
plan the right way and the unthinkable happens to you…and the 7 simple steps you need to
immediately take to ensure the protection of your children.

• Your plan probably does not leave your wealth to your heirs protected from lawsuits against them or a
future divorce … and how very easy it is to give the people you love most the gift of knowing they can
never lose their inheritance or have it taken away from them by an outsider.

• Why an estate plan isn’t something that you should do once and then never look at again…and the
rock bottom bare minimum it needs to be reviewed to ensure the safety and security of you and
your family.

• That failing to prepare your estate could cost your family hundreds of thousands of dollars
unnecessarily. (Did you know that estate taxes and probate are totally voluntary…I teach you how to
make sure your money is kept in the hands of your family and not given to the government.)

This Special Report walks you through 7 simple actions you can take TODAY so you can have absolute peace 
of mind that if the unthinkable happens to you, your children are totally protected. 

If you would like more information about anything discussed in this Special Report, please contact: 

• Estate Planning Law Center at www.MyEstatePlanLawyer.com or (818) 292-8160 to schedule your
personal family estate plan consultation.

Always dedicated to your family’s well-being, 

Richard Seff 
Estate Planning Lawyer 

http://www.myestateplanlawyer.com/
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What Would Happen to Your Children 
If Something Happened to You? 

Imagine … you go out to dinner and leave your children home with a babysitter or if they are old enough, home 
alone.  What would happen if you didn’t make it back home?   

Who would your babysitter call?  Or, if your children are home alone, what would they do?  What would 
happen when the police showed up at your home?  

I know this isn’t something you’ve thought about, but I have, so I’ll tell you what would happen – the police 
would have no choice but to call child protective services who would have no choice but to forcibly take your 
scared and confused children out of your home into protective custody until the authorities could determine who 
has the legal authority to stay with your children, locate the right people and those people could travel to your 
kids.   

Believe me, it’s not something the police want to do but they wouldn’t have any other option if there was not an 
absolutely clear plan in place giving someone who lived very nearby the documented legal authority to stay 
with your children.  As a dad myself, this was the worst thing I could imagine happening to my kids and 
that’s why I wrote this report.   

And that’s just in the short term … 

Who would raise your children for the long term?  Let me tell you what would happen to my client, 
Alexis’children if she didn’t have a legally documented plan and the unthinkable happened to her and her 
children’s dad.   

Alexis has two people in her life who would want to raise her children if something happened to her.  Her sister 
and her sister-in-law.  If Alexis had made no provisions in writing, both of them would petition the court to be 
appointed to raise her children. 

Here’s what the court would hear … 

Alexis’ sister-in-law is an experienced mom with three boys of her own, a big house, a stable financial situation, 
and an apparently stable relationship. 

Alexis’ sister is in her 20s, she has never had children, rents a small apartment, does not have a stable financial 
situation and isn’t in a relationship. 

Now, if you are the Judge, who would you choose to raise Alexis’ children? 

Of course, the decision is clear … on paper, the sister-in-law appears to the best choice.  
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But, only Alexis knows that her sister-in-law is the last person she would want raising her children.  Alexis love 
her dearly, but she has watched her raise her children and knows her relationship with her husband and has seen 
how she manages her money – and knows she doesn’t want her raising her kids.  And the court wouldn’t be able 
to see any of that.   Alexis knows that her sister would raise her children as close as possible to the way she is 
raising them as anyone else on the planet, but the court wouldn’t be able to see that either.  And, so her children 
would not be raised with her values, her love, and her guidance. 

And then, almost worst of all, all of Alexis’ life insurance (which is substantial because she is the family 
breadwinner) would be put into a guardianship estate with the sister-in-law controlling it until her kids turned 
18 and then it would be distributed outright to them!  Alexis shuddered to imagine her children receiving that 
much money at 18 years old. 

It’s a frightening situation that can easily be avoided. 

If you are like me, you want to do everything you can to protect your kids from unnecessary pain and suffering. 
You want to rest easy at night knowing that no matter what happens to you, your children would be totally 
taken care of and protected. And, that’s where estate planning comes in. 

“But Isn’t Estate Planning for Older People?” 

As young people, estate planning isn’t something we naturally think about. But it’s when you’re young and 
starting a family that it is so urgent and easy for you to address these issues.  

See what one of our beloved clients had to say about this ... 

I recently heard about a young family in San Diego that was in a car accident. The two parents  
died, but their three young children lived. Personally, I just can’t even imagine the horror for these poor 
children. On top of that tragedy, the parents hadn’t done any planning for their kids or assets.  

“I dragged my reluctant husband to the Estate Planning Law Center last summer.  I was eager to get our living trust 
set up, and especially to set up guardians for our small children in the event something happened to us. At our first 
meeting, both my husband and I were struck by Richard' sensitive but straightforward style.   "In the event something 
happened to us" always seemed like it would be a long way of in the future, and my husband will willingly tell you he is 
not much for the long term plans.   It struck us when Richard asked, in a caring way, what would happen to our kids if 
we did not make it home from that meeting.    

At the same time as we were setting up our trust, we took out a life insurance plan for each of us.   My incentive for 
getting all these details in place was that I worried my husband would drop dead from a heart attack or not make 
it home from a business trip.  The irony is, that less than two months after we signed our trust documents, I found a 
mysterious lump in my neck, and I was soon diagnosed with cancer.  I always worried something would happen to my 
husband or my little kids, but I never really thought about what would happen if mommy got sick or mommy died.  My 
cancer is gone now, but through the ordeal of the six months of chemotherapy, I felt so relieved to know that Richard 
was still working get all my plans in order.  They were an ongoing support in the first of our times of need.  And what 
timing it was!”  

Amy Levinson, Oak Park, CA 
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There is now fighting between the husband’s family and the wife’s family over who will raise the children, 
where they’ll go to school, who will manage the house sale, who will care for the assets and much more. It’s a 
nightmare situation that everyone suffers from – especially the children.  

On top of all this the family will have to go through the complex and costly process of probate, which takes at 
least one year in California. This really happened to a family – it happens everyday across the country. It breaks 
my heart because so much of the nightmare could have been avoided if the parents had taken a few hours to 
plan their estate.  

And, I can’t tell you how much harder it is to talk with someone about their estate planning once they’ve been 
diagnosed with an illness or know they are close to death. It’s so much easier on our clients when we are 
speaking in abstract terms about something that will happen far off in the future.  I experienced this personally 
with my dad. 

My dad was diagnosed with cancer and prior to that we had been talking about his estate planning on an 
ongoing basis; but once he was diagnosed all discussion about his planning stopped.  To him talking about his 
estate planning meant that he was giving in to death and he wasn’t willing to do that.  My dad did die and his 
estate was not planned in the way I would have liked.  Had he taken care of those matters earlier in life, that 
wouldn’t have happened and my brothers, my mom and I would have had a much easier time after his death. 

Estate Planning Made Simple 

As a parent, there are two areas you will want to think about: your children and your stuff (i.e. your home, bank 
accounts, life insurance, retirement accounts, jewelry, furniture, cars, etc.) Let’s look at each individually… 

What Would Happen to Your Children? 

Protecting your children begins with the essential question: what would happen to your children if something 
happened to you?  

To help you find the answer I’ve provided a series of questions you should consider … 

 Who would your children or their babysitter call if you didn’t make it home one day?

 Do the right people have documented legal authority and know just what to do in a crisis situation?

 Who do you want to raise your children for the long term if you can’t?

 Have you documented your wishes for how your children should be cared for by the people you’ve
chosen?

I’ll tell you what would happen … 
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Your children could be taken out of your home in the short-term until the authorities can figure out who is the 
right person or people to raise your children – in their opinion.  And, then your children would be raised by 
someone you wouldn’t necessarily choose in a way you might not agree with. 
 
What Would Happen to Your Stuff? 
 
Look around you … what would happen to everything you owned if you were no longer here?  This includes 
your home, your bank and brokerage accounts, your life insurance policies, your retirement plans, your 
clothing, your jewelry … the things that you care about most.  
 
 
The Horrors of Probate 
 
If you die with these things owned in your own name, your family will have to deal with a court process called 
probate, which is complex, costly, time intensive, and totally public.  In California, this process takes a 
minimum of one year, during which time your loved ones do not have easy access to your assets for their needs.  
And, just to give you an idea of the cost, we estimate the total cost of a probate to be around 5% of the value of 
the gross estate.  If all you own is a house that would sell for $500,000; probate costs and fees could cost your 
family a whopping $25,000! 
 
But that’s not all… 
 
The worst part is that at the end of the probate, all of your assets would be put into a guardianship estate 
overseen by someone chosen by the court and then when they turn 18, your children would be given everything 
left in the estate – outright and totally unprotected!   
 
And, probate is totally public, which means anybody with unscrupulous intentions can find out that your 18 
year old is inheriting lots of money and that it’s not protected.  I don’t know about your children, but I am 
certain that my children would not be ready to handle that much money at 18 and would blow it on fancy cars, 
expensive meals, extensive travel and other potentially disastrous habits. 
 
All these issues can be avoided very easily and simply. In the next section I’m going to show you what you can 
do right away. 
 

7 Simple Steps to Protecting your Children 
 
While the nightmares of having no plan in place are scary, it’s easy to put in place a plan that will give you 
peace of mind.   Here are seven steps you can take right away to protect your children… 
 
Step 1 – Create a Plan 
 
Put in place a clear plan for the care of your children if something happens to you. This one is the most 
important. The next six steps will map out for you exactly what to put in your plan. 
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Step 2 – Give Guidance on Who to Call 
 
Give guidance to your children if they’re old enough to stay alone or their caregivers, if they’re not, as to 
exactly who they should call if something happens to you.  But, you want to make sure they aren’t going to call 
someone who doesn’t have legal authority.  It’s not going to do them any good to have a neighbor or friend 
come over unless that person has documented legal authority from you to stay with your children, which brings 
us to step number three … 
 
Step 3 – Give Written Legal Authority to First Responders 
 
Make sure that you have given documented clear legal authority to one or more people who live near your 
family and would be available immediately to your children.   
 
Step 4 – Give Clear Guidance to Your First Responders 
 
Make sure the people who have legal authority know that they are going to be called on if something happens to 
you and make sure they know just what they should do in that situation. 
 
The person or people you give legal authority to stay with your children must have all the documentation they 
need to prove that authority if necessary. Remember, this is just for the short term until the long- term guardian 
arrives.   
 
This is important because imagine a police officer arrives at your house after an accident. The babysitter is with 
your kids and it’ll take many hours before the long-term guardians can arrive.  The police officer can’t leave 
your children alone with the babysitter or neighbor because that would be subjecting the State to liability. The 
officer will have to remove your children from your house.  Of course, if your babysitter or someone else can 
prove they have clear legal authority to stay with your children, the police have the comfort of being able to 
leave your children in your home until the people you’ve named as permanent guardians can arrive. 
 
Step 5 – Legally Document Who Should Act as Guardians for the Long-
Term 
 
Make sure you’ve designated in writing exactly who you want to care for your children for the long-term. And, 
make sure you’ve given clear guidance as to exactly how decisions should be made regarding your children’s 
care, such as who should stay involved in their life, how educational decisions should be made, how health care 
decisions and religious decisions should be made.  
 
I’ve had too many people tell me they’ve got this all taken care of, but on a bit of investigation it turns out that 
there isn’t anything in writing.  The parents have decided what they would want to happen, but they’ve only 
told people what they want and haven’t documented it.  This is a recipe for disaster.  I recently read a Court case 
where a mom died and after her death, dad stopped grandma (mom’s mom) from seeing the daughter claiming 
that he and mom had discussed the issue before her death and that she too felt that her mom shouldn’t stay 
involved in their daughter’s life.  But, there was nothing in writing. 
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Grandma was eventually granted visitation by the Courts after a long drawn out battle that had to go all the way 
to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court.  And, we still don’t know that the right decision was because there was 
nothing put in writing.  Did mom really want grandma out of daughter’s life?  We’ll never know for sure.  This 
tragedy could have been so easily avoided.  You’ve got to designate in writing exactly who you want to care for 
your children for the long term and how you want decisions made. 

And it’s important that this be designated properly. A lot of times, I’ll see people say things like, “I want my 
brother Tom and sister-in-law Jane.” But when I investigate a little bit and say, “Well do you really want Tom 
and Jane? What if Tom died or Tom and Jane got divorced? You don’t really want Jane, you really just wanted 
Tom.”  

So it’s important that you designate in writing exactly who you want to care for your children and that you give 
clarity as to exactly how the right decisions should be made. 

Step 6 – Put in Writing Who You DON’T Want to Care for Your Children 
This is an often overlooked step because it’s such a sensitive issue.  But, if there’s someone in your life you 
know you would never want to raise your children, don’t you want to do everything you can to protect against 
that risk? 

You can, by clearly designating in writing anyone you know that you would never want to care for your 
children if something happens to you.  Of course you will want this designation to be totally private and would 
never be made public unless that person specifically tried to take custody of your children.  

Remember, this is a document that never needs to be discussed or come to light unless absolutely necessary, so 
you don’t need to worry about hurting anyone’s feelings and can have the absolute peace of mind of knowing 
your children will never be raised by that one person you would never want. 

Step 7 – Provide Financial Resources 

As a parent, it’s your responsibility to provide enough financial resources to make sure that whoever is raising 
your children will not struggle financially.  What this means is that you need to either have sufficient savings 
and investment resources to care for your children if you can’t or you need to have life insurance.     

Work with a trusted advisor to determine exactly how much insurance would be sufficient to support your 
family if something happened to you.  And, you’ll have to consider whether to purchase term insurance, which 
is less expensive and expires after a certain period of time without building up any continued value, or 
permanent insurance, which is much more expensive, but is often guaranteed to be their until you die and does 
build up cash value.  The decision as to what to purchase must be made with an advisor you absolutely trust. 

And, most importantly, make sure that the financial resources you do leave would be available to your 
guardians and your children and would be totally protected.  You will want to designate a trust as the 
beneficiary of your life insurance so it doesn’t get pulled into the court process and be unavailable when it’s 
most needed.   
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Normally, life insurance passes to your heirs without probate, but if your children are designated as 
beneficiaries (you might have named your spouse first and your children second, but if something happens to 
you both, your children are too young to receive the benefits), it must go through the court because they are 
minors.  And, make sure you put all of your assets into the trust so that you don’t leave your loved ones with an 
enormous, complicated and stressful problem.  If you already have a trust, make sure that every asset you own 
is held in the name of the trust because if it’s not, the trust isn’t going to protect the people who are most 
counting on it – the people you love the most. 

You Don’t Have to Do This Alone! 

These 7 steps are easy to follow, but I know it can be a bit overwhelming at first. There are two options 
available to you for absolute peace of mind of knowing your family is taken care of during a most difficult time. 
You can either handle your planning yourself or you can work with an attorney to take care of these issues for 
you. 

Option #1 - Do It Yourself 

There’s plenty of software and books out there that give you forms you can fill out to prepare a Will or even 
your own living trust.  But, will you really have the peace of mind of knowing you’ve done everything right?  

Option #2 - Work with an Attorney 

Remember that the people who benefit most if you take the time and thought to create a plan are the people you 
love most – your children.  It is so much easier for you to handle these important matters while you are alive 
than it will be if they have to be handled at your death.  And, by working with a lawyer for life instead of a mere 
document preparer, your family will thank you for the peace of mind you’ve left behind. 

Look in any yellow pages or search on the internet and you’ll find estate planning lawyers everywhere.  
However, as a parent, be aware that it is critical that you choose an attorney who is right for your family.  This 
can be one of the most important decisions you ever make for the well-being of your family and yourself. 

Seek an Estate Planning Attorney Who Works Under a New Paradigm 

I spent three years working for experienced attorneys where I learned that today’s model of estate planning is 
totally different than what I expected when I went to law school.  I had dreams of going to law school so that I 
could work with families and make a difference in their lives.  I grew up watching Little House on the Prairie 
and imagining that as a lawyer, I could be like the town lawyer. All the town families would come to me for a 
lifetime of guidance that would impact their lives in a positive way.   

But here is what I found as a lawyer in a traditional law firm: My dream was impossible to fulfill in the 
traditional law firm paradigm. Everything must be billed on an hourly basis, and while big corporations don’t 
mind paying hourly fees ranging from $300 to $800 per hour, families and individuals certainly do.  When I 
was at the traditional firm, my clients wanted me to prepare their documents as quickly as possible with as little 
communication as possible because they wanted to pay as little as possible. The documents were the total focus 
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of the planning we did for our clients.  I didn’t go to law school to sell documents, but that’s what it sure felt 
like.  It was nothing but a cold transaction, an exchange of documents for cash. 
 
The typical estate planning relationship is one in which the client meets with the attorney, the attorney prepares 
some documents, the client signs the documents (oftentimes without really understanding what s/he is signing) 
and the client goes away hoping that the attorney has accurately reflected the client’s wishes.   
 
Once the documents are signed, the client typically never requests any change to the documents because every 
contact with the attorney will result in an invoice from the attorney.  (I’m working with an attorney right now 
on a personal matter.  I am sure you can appreciate how unhappy I was to get a bill in the mail for $60 for 20 
minutes of emails!  It doesn’t make me want to call my attorney with a quick legal question, that’s for sure!) 
 
I decided to leave the traditional law firm and start my own firm because I knew there had to be a better way.  
Along the way, I met many attorneys who also spoke of the importance of building relationships with clients. In 
reality, they seemed to still be focusing on the preparation of documents. I realized that the traditional solo and 
small firm practitioner business model requires attorneys to constantly focus on bringing in new clients. It 
doesn’t leave much time for taking care of existing clients.   
 
For example, let’s say a client calls me from the bank to make sure that she is opening her bank account in the 
correct name for maximum protection. If I was always meeting with new clients or out prospecting for new 
clients, my client would have to wait hours or even days for a call back.  This would just require another trip to 
the bank on another day. What a waste of time!   
 
What I saw, again and again, both in big law firms and then among the small and solo firm practitioners, is that 
clients were not being educated properly about how to title their assets and make sure that their plan worked 
over their whole lifetime.  When my grandfather died, I was in law school, so I didn’t know much about estate 
planning.  I did know that he had died with a Trust, so I was confused about why we were having to deal with 
the probate court.  I came to find out that my grandfather did indeed have a Trust, but that they had never 
transferred any of their assets into their Trust. This was because their lawyer not only failed to transfer their 
assets, but also failed to educate them about the importance of making sure the assets were titled in the name of 
the Trust. It was a tragedy compounded because it cost our family time and money that he previously invested 
to avoid that very thing.  I swore that would never happen to my clients! 
 
The worst thing I discovered once I became an estate planning lawyer was that people thought that once they 
signed their estate planning documents, they were done for life.  And their attorneys didn’t educate them 
otherwise because they were so focused on bringing in new clients that they had no system in place to serve 
their existing clients. 
 
There are three things I’ll never know about you, no matter how much I get to know you and how much we 
work together:  
 

1. I’ll never know when you’ll die,  

2. I’ll never know what you’ll own when you die, and  

3. I’ll never know what the law will be when you die.   
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As your lawyer for life, I believe it is my duty to keep up with your changing life and not to let you walk out of 
my office believing that your plan will forever take care of you, your children and your assets.  The truth is that 
it must be maintained, and that most estate planning lawyers fail to maintain their clients’ plans. I found it so 
unfulfilling that I actually considered leaving the legal field altogether until I realized that I could change the 
paradigm instead. 
 

I Made the Big Decision to Launch My Own Firm with a Whole New 
Paradigm… 
 
Suddenly, everything I was doing had so much more meaning and significance. It all became clear. Somehow 
the model of estate planning had gone from focusing on relationships to focusing on documents, from caring for 
families to caring about assets. It wasn’t always that way. And as your lawyer for life, we have an obligation to 
our clients that goes far beyond the traditional planning model where we just prepare documents and fret over 
assets and estate taxes. Planning the estate is really just the beginning of the relationship.  
 
I began to reconnect with my dream of making a difference in people’s lives (and after their deaths).  I spent 
hours imagining what it would be like if I could bring back the vision I had as a child of being the trusted 
lawyer for my clients.  I envisioned families turning to me for guidance and counsel throughout their lives; I 
envisioned a team of people in place to support my clients’ even when I wasn’t available; I envisioned a  family 
having peace of mind of knowing that our team would take care of everything after a death of a loved one and 
make their lives as easy as possible during a tragedy.  I imagined really knowing my clients and their families.  I 
imagined how much assurance our clients would feel knowing that they could always call on their lawyer for 
guidance.   
 
First, I eliminated the time clock. We only work on a flat-fee basis—no more tracking time in six-minute 
increments and billing our clients for every question, phone call, email and fax.  Our clients will never get a 
surprise bill in the mail and will always feel comfortable spending as much or as little time with us as needed.  
 
Second, I set up systems to care for our clients, their families and their assets for a lifetime.  By having a system 
in place, we are always able to make sure that our clients’ assets are titled in the best way possible for the 
maximum protection of their family AND no client ever has to wait hours or days for a return call about a quick 
question.  In most cases, their questions can be answered right away without waiting.  Assistance is always here 
when needed.  
 
Third, we review our clients’ plans regularly (at least every three years at no additional charge), and we have 
annual membership programs for our clients that provide a lifetime of peace of mind for their whole family.  
For members of our Inner Circle Gold and Gold Plus Membership programs, we conduct a FREE estate check 
for parents who are over the age of 65 and have a non-taxable estate, and we prepare a comprehensive estate 
plan at 50% off our normal fee.  We also provide FREE healthcare directives and powers of attorney to our 
clients’ parents or to their adult children who have no assets.  We know that if our clients’ families don’t have 
these matters taken care of, our clients will have to deal with any problems that arise after the death or 
incapacity of a parent or child.   
 
Lastly, it’s important to us that our clients are informed and understand their planning.  We always prepare a 
full-color diagram of the plan that’s easy for everyone to read and understand so that there are no questions 
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about what we’ve put in place.  Through our weekly e-magazine, we provide education for our clients about 
topics affecting the family, such as health and wellness, family traditions, and parenting, just to name a few.  

It feels so good, so right, to know that my firm is making a difference in our clients’ lives. We’re not just 
planning the estate, but we’re also maintaining those plans over time.  Ultimately, in the event of a death or 
incapacity, we’re here to carry out the administration of the plan while a family is dealing with its tragedy. This 
is the critical time when everything that we’ve done really pays off. And we are always rewarded by a client 
who says, “Thank God that you’re here for us during this most difficult time.  We don’t know how we’d do it 
without you.” 

If you are ready to take care of these vital matters for your family, if you agree that working 
with a lawyer for life would be more beneficial for your family than completing your 
documents using software or a book or hiring a legal document preparer, I have a special gift 
for you.  Please call (818) 292-8160 before the date stamped in red on your certificate to take 
advantage of our gift. 
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Special Offer 
Don’t Wait Another Day to Protect Your Family. 

Take Action TODAY! 

Your children’s future depends on caring, heartfelt planning.  Working one-on-one with a lawyer for 
life could be the single most important step you take to protect your family and your assets in the 
years to come. 

The Estate Planning Law Center would love to be your lawyer for life. In fact, we offer an introductory 
consultation package that includes a complimentary assessment of your family and wealth protection 
needs and a $250 voucher off your estate plan (should you choose to hire us).  

The Introductory Consultation Package: 
• Along with this Special Report, you received a gift voucher for a Free Estate Plan Protection

Consultation with a lawyer. This is your chance (and ours) to evaluate, without obligation,
whether we are a good fit for each other.  At the same time, you will receive a free education
about protecting your family and your wealth.

• Moreover, if you call before the date on your certificate, you will receive a $250 discount off
your comprehensive Trust or Wealth estate plan should we agree to work together.

To take advantage of this special offer, simply call (818) 292-8160 today. 

http://www.myestateplanlawyer.com/
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